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1. Background

• On 1st October 2021 Public Health 

England transferred all its health 

protection and health improvement 

functions into two new entities. 

• The UK Health Security Agency.

• The Office for Health Improvement and 

Disparities
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The UK Health Security Agency

• Responsible for planning for, responding to and 

preventing external health threats.

• Immediate priority COVID-19.

• Integral part of our health system and national 

security infrastructure.

• Tackling “stark inequalities” is a “key part” of 

UKHSA’s mission.

• Essentially all of PHE’s health protection 

functions are now located here
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The Office for Health Improvements and 

Disparities

• Intended to tackle health disparities across the 

UK.

• Focused on preventing “debilitating” health 

conditions.

• Developing strategies appear be looking almost 

exclusively at “wider determinants of health”.

• Essentially all of PHE health promotion and 

prevention functions are now located here.
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DoHASC summary of immediate changes


